
Gerard  Hore ,  a  na t ive  o f  Rockhampton,  in  the  l ands  o f  the  Darumba l  peop le ,  worked  in  Catho l ic
educat ion  acros s  Queens land for  for ty- three  year s .  He has  been teacher ,  APRE,  pr inc ipa l  for
twenty  year s ,  Educat ion  Consu l tant  and  Direc tor :  Mis s ion  and Ident i ty  for  Diocese  o f  Toowoomba
Catho l ic  School s .  Three  addi t iona l  year s ,  2020-22 ,  were  spent  a s  Educat ion  Of f icer  Catho l ic  L i fe
wi th  Catho l ic  School s  Of f ice ,  Armida le  NSW.

Gerard  knows  tha t  very  many peop le  a s soc ia ted  wi th  Catho l ic  educa t ion  see  invo lvement  wi th
Church l i f e  or  in  l ea rn ing more  about  Catho l ic i sm,  a s  th ings  to  which  they  app ly  a  “One can  take
i t  or  l eave  i t ”  approach .  That ’ s  not  h i s  pos i t ion  but  he  apprec ia te s  tha t  no-one  can  be  forced  in to
fa i th  or  in to  re l ig ious  prac t ice .   He wrote  “What  Catho l ic s  Be l ieve”  (S t  Pau l s ,  2010)  which  sought
to  he lp  members  o f  Catho l ic  school  communi t ie s  l ea rn  how the  Church  under s tands  i t se l f  and  the
mis s ion  i t  ha s .  Current ly  he  i s  the  marker  for  s tudent s ’  a s s ignments  in  the  Re l ig ious  Educat ion
Accred i ta t ion  Program (REAP)  subjec t  o f fe red  by  Br i sbane  and Toowoomba Catho l ic  School s
Of f ice s .

Gerard  ho lds  Mas ter s  qua l i f i ca t ions  in  Educat ion  (School  Management )  f rom CQU and Art s
(Theology)  f rom ACU.  Gerard  be l i eves  the  papacy  o f  Pope  Franc i s  i s  a  marve l lous  g i f t  o f  the  Holy
Spi r i t  to  the  Church .  

Want  to  know more  about  Vat ican  I I  and  our  ca l l  to  be  an  Open Church  for  our  Wor ld?  Why not
commit  to  7 .5  hours  o f  l ea rn ing and d ia logue  wi th  Gerard  Hore  on the  impact  and  g i f t  o f  Vat ican
I I  for  our  Church  and our  Wor ld .  Each  se s s ion  wi l l  invo lve  45  minute s '  input  about  some major
e lement s  o f  Vat ican  I I  be fore  par t ic ipant s  a re  inv i ted  in to  d ia logue  about  how these  documents  and
di scus s ions  impact  us  a s  t eacher s  and  members  o f  a  g loba l  communi ty .  

Thi s  su i te  o f  l ea rn ing and re f l ec t ion  exper iences  wi l l  fur ther  deve lop  your  under s tanding o f  what
i t  means  to  be  an  employee  o f  a  Catho l ic  organi sa t ion  and prov ide  some ins ight  in to  how Gospe l
Va lues  and  Catho l ic  Soc ia l  Teachings  form and in form the  work  o f  Catho l ic  Educat ion  (one  o f  our
13  Enab ler s  o f  the  S t ra teg ic  P lan) .
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L e t  u s  r e d i s c o v e r  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  p a s s i o n  a n d
r e n e w  o u r  o w n  p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e  C o u n c i l…

P r e s e n t e d  b y  G e r a r d  H o r e

P o p e  F r a n c i s :  h o m i l y  a t  M a s s  m a r k i n g  6 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  s t a r t  o f  V a t i c a n  I I  
( 1 1  O c t  2 0 2 2 )



C h u r c h  a s  C h r i s t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  w o r l d .
C h u r c h  a s  ‘ t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G o d ’
C h u r c h  h a s  a  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .
C h r i s t ’ s  C h u r c h  ‘ s u b s i s t s ’  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .
T h e  e c u m e n i c a l  t u r n  o f  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  a n d  t h e  C o u n c i l  a s  a  w h o l e .

G o d  b e i n g  k n o w a b l e  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  b e c a u s e  G o d  m a k e s  G o d s e l f  k n o w a b l e .
G o d  m a k e s  G o d s e l f  k n o w n  t h r o u g h  c r e a t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  a c t s  o f  g o o d n e s s  a n d  t h r o u g h  l o v i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  G o d .
I n e x t r i c a b l e  l i n k a g e  a m o n g  T r a d i t i o n ,  S c r i p t u r e  a n d  t h e  C h u r c h - a s - t e a c h e r  i n  o u r  a c c e s s i n g  w h a t  G o d  h a s
b e e n / i s / w i l l  b e  r e v e a l i n g .
D i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  T r a d i t i o n ,  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l i s m

A  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  l i t u r g y  a n d  i t s  d i f f e r e n c e  f r o m  o t h e r  p r a y e r  c e l e b r a t i o n s .
I m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  T r i d e n t i n e  l i t u r g y  a n d  t h e  V a t i c a n  I I  l i t u r g y .
T h e  s a c r a m e n t s  o f  i n i t i a t i o n  r e v i t a l i s e d .
A  n e w  p r o m i n e n c e  f o r  S c r i p t u r e  i n  t h e  l i t u r g y .

T h e  C h u r c h  i d e n t i f y i n g  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  a n d  i t s  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  t e a c h i n g  t h a t  C h r i s t  d o e s  t h e
s a m e .
T h e  C h u r c h  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h a t  i t  c a n  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d ,  w h i l e  s t i l l  c o n f i d e n t  i t  h a s  G o o d  N e w s  t o  g i v e  t h e
w o r l d .
T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a n d  d i g n i t y  o f  c o n s c i e n c e .
T h e  C h u r c h ’ s  s t r o n g  a n t i - w a r  s t a n c e .
T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  j u s t i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .

F o r  S e s s i o n  2  ( T h e  C h u r c h ) :  P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  k n o w  a b o u t
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F o r  S e s s i o n  3  ( R e v e l a t i o n ) :  P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  k n o w  a b o u t
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F o r  S e s s i o n  4  ( T h e  L i t u r g y ) :  P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  k n o w  a b o u t
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F o r  S e s s i o n  5  ( T h e  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  M o d e r n  W o r l d ) :  P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  k n o w  a b o u t
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2 .

3 .
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P r o p o s e d  L e a r n i n g s / C o n t e n t

S e s s i o n  1  a s k s  W h y  b o t h e r  w i t h  t h i s ?  a n d  e x a m i n e s  t h e  p l a c e
o f  C o u n c i l s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  l i f e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  w i t h
p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s i s  o n  V a t i c a n  I I .

S e s s i o n s  2 - 5  e x p l o r e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  f o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n s  o f
V a t i c a n  I I  ( T h e  D o g m a t i c  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o n  t h e  C h u r c h ;  T h e
D o g m a t i c  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o n  D i v i n e  R e v e l a t i o n ;  T h e
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o n  t h e  S a c r e d  L i t u r g y ;  t h e  P a s t o r a l
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o n  t h e  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  M o d e r n  W o r l d )  t h r o u g h :
•  a  q u i c k  l o o k  a t  h o w  t h e  d o c u m e n t  m a d e  i t s  w a y  t h r o u g h
t h e  C o u n c i l ’ s  p r o c e s s e s  ( s o m e  o f  t h e m  h a d  a  d i f f i c u l t  b i r t h )
•  t h e  m a i n  ‘ t e a c h i n g s ’  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n s
•  s o m e  c o m m e n t s  o n  t h e  w a y  t h e  C h u r c h  ( a n d  t h e  w i d e r
w o r l d  s o m e t i m e s )   h a s  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n

I t a l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  P h o t o g r a p h .  B r i t a n n i c a
I m a g e Q u e s t ,  E n c y c l o p æ d i a  B r i t a n n i c a ,  2 5  M a y
2 0 1 6 .  q u e s t . e b . c o m / i m a g e s / 1 2 6 _ 4 7 9 6 4 4 .
A c c e s s e d  1 8  J u l  2 0 2 3 .

P o p e  F r a n c i s ’ s  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  u s  t o  k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e
C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s .
T h e  p l a c e  o f  V a t i c a n  I I  i n  C h u r c h  h i s t o r y .
T h e  p l a c e  o f  C o u n c i l s  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  C h u r c h  h i s t o r y .
T h e  P o p e ’ s  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e .
T e n s i o n s  b e t w e e n  C o u n c i l s  a n d  P o p e s
F o u r  f a m o u s  C o u n c i l s  ( N i c a e a ,  T r e n t ,  V a t i c a n  I ,  V a t i c a n  I I )  a n d
t h e  C o u n c i l / P o p e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  e a c h .

L e a r n i n g  I n t e n t i o n s  f o r  t h e  f i v e  s e s s i o n s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s .

F o r  S e s s i o n  1 :  P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  k n o w  a b o u t
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( A t )  V a t i c a n  C o u n c i l  I I  …  t h e  C a t h o l i c  e p i s c o p a t e  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  l i s t e n
a n d  t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  p a t h  f o r  t h e  C h u r c h  i n d i c a t e d  b y  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  T o

d o u b t  t h e  C o u n c i l  i s  t o  …  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  t o  d o u b t  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t
h i m s e l f  w h o  g u i d e s  t h e  C h u r c h .

P o p e  F r a n c i s ,  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  B i s h o p s  o f  t h e  W o r l d  
( 1 6  J u l y  2 0 2 1 )
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